
 

HUDSON, Huberht Taylor  

Nationality: United Kingdom  

Captain (Commodore 2nd Class) Royal Naval 

Reserve  

 H.M.S. Eaglet (Liverpool RNR HQ) 

 Age: 55  

Date of Death: 15/06/1942 Lost at sea on Convoy 

duty on SS. Pelayo 

Awards: Reserve Decoration, Silver Polar Medal  

.                                    Distinctions: Aide De Campe 

to King George VI 

Awarded Silver Polar Medal Huberht Hudson was the second eldest of seven children born to 

Herbert and Caroline Emma Hudson. In all they had three sons and four daughters. He was 

born on the 17th September 1886. 

Hudson was born in Holloway. London, and being born within the sound of Bow Bells, was 

proud to call himself a “Cockney”. The name Huberht is the old Anglo-Saxon spelling of 

Hubert. In 1891 his father, Herbert held the position of Principal of a Private School and the 

family resided at 70 Eccles Road. Battersea. London. By 1901 Hudson’s father had become a 

Clergyman of the Church of England and the family had by that time moved to The Vicarage, 

Berden, Essex and later he was "Priest in Charge" at Saint Andrew's Abberton in 1938-9. 

Herbert is buried with his wife at Saint Andrew's Abberton. 

 Huberht married and his wife, Jean Elizabeth was for many years a doctor on Mersea Island. 

Her Practice included Langenhoe as well as Abberton.  Huberht had a son, Richard & a 

daughter, Anne. A second daughter Elizabeth died at the age of 21.He attended school at the 

Worshipful Company of Carpenters School in London until he was 14. He then served an 

apprenticeship with Trinity House until 1900 when he joined British India Navigation. He did 

RNR training before WW1.   

1914  



Huberht served on HMS Queen Mary. 

In May 1914, Admiral Beatty with his 

battle cruisers were dispatched to St. 

Petersburg. The ships, HMS Lion, 

Princess Royal, Queen Mary and New 

Zealand, anchored at the Russian naval 

base at Kronstadt, where they were 

visited by the Imperial Russian family. 

Hubehrt was on this visit, which was 

just prior to his acceptance for the 

expedition with Shackleton. HMS 

Queen Mary was sunk in the Battle of Jutland on the 31st May 1916. 

  

MEN WANTED: FOR HAZARDOUS JOURNEY. SMALL WAGES, BITTER COLD, LONG 

MONTHS OF COMPLETE DARKNESS, CONSTANT DANGER, SAFE RETURN 

DOUBTFUL. HONOUR AND RECOGNITION IN CASE OF SUCCESS. SIR ERNEST 

SHACKLETON" 

This was an advertisement, which Shackleton placed in a London newspaper seeking recruits 

for his 1914 Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition. Hudson had been a mate in the Royal Navy 

when he signed on for the expedition with Shackleton .In 1914 Sir Ernest Shackleton set out 

from England on a daring expedition—to cross the entire continent of Antarctica on foot, 

from the Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea. The expedition failed. With their ship, the Endurance, 

trapped in ice, Shackleton and his men became castaways in one of the most hostile 

environments on Earth. Shackleton is ultimately most remembered for the unimaginable saga 

of survival that followed.  

.Huberht's claim to fame during the expedition was his ability to catch Penguins, which were 

to become a major source of food during the time the party spent camped on the Weddell Sea 

Ice and on Elephant Island. He turned out to be the expedition's most accomplished penguin-

catcher. It is believed that the nickname “Buddha” was earned by him after Hurley tricked 

him into thinking that a fancy dress evening was being held during their stay at South 

Georgia. Hudson turned up dressed as a Buddhist monk! 

August 1st Endurance departs London the same day Germany declares war on Russia 

August 4 Shackleton offers his ship and crew to British government for war effort 

August 8 After Shackleton receives one-word telegram from Admiralty ("Proceed"), 

Endurance departs Plymouth 

October 26 With final crew on board, Endurance leaves Buenos Aires, Argentina for South 

Georgia 



December 5 Departs Grytviken 

whaling station, South Georgia - last 

time crew would touch land for 497 

days 

December 7 Enters the Antarctic pack 

ice 

December 12 We found several good 

leads to the south in the evening, and 

continued to work southward 

throughout the night and the following 

day. The pack extended in all 

directions as far as the eye could 

reach. The noon observation showed 

the run for the twenty-four hours to be 

54 miles, a satisfactory result under the conditions. Wild shot a young Ross seal on the floe, 

and we manoeuvred the ship alongside. Hudson jumped down, bent a line on to the seal, and 

the pair of them were hauled up. The seal was 4 ft. 9 in. long and weighed about ninety 

pounds. He was a young male and proved very good eating, but when dressed and minus the 

blubber made little more than a square meal for our twenty-eight men, with a few scraps for 

our breakfast and tea. The stomach contained only amphipods about an inch long, allied to 

those found in the whales at Grytviken. 

December 30 Endurance crosses Antarctic Circle 

 

1915  

January 1st At midnight, as I was sitting in the "tub" I heard a clamorous noise down on the 

deck, with ringing of bells, and realized that it was the New Year.  Worsley came down from 

his lofty seat and met Wild, Hudson, and myself on the bridge, where we shook hands and 

wished one another a happy and successful New Year. Since entering the pack on December 

11 we had come 480 miles, through loose and close pack-ice. We had pushed and fought the 

little ship through, and she had stood the test well, though the propeller had received some 

shrewd blows against hard ice and the vessel had been driven against the floe until she had 

fairly mounted up on it and slid back rolling heavily from side to side. The rolling had been 

more frequently caused by the operation of cracking through thickish young ice, where the 

crack had taken a sinuous course.  

 January 10th First sighting of Antarctic continent (Coats Land) 

January 18th Endurance becomes beset in the pack ice 

January 29th James and Hudson rigged the wireless in the hope of hearing the monthly 

message from the Falkland Islands. This message would be due about 3.20 a.m. on the 

following morning, but James was doubtful about hearing anything with our small apparatus 

at a distance of 1630 miles from the dispatching station. We heard nothing, as a matter of 

fact, and later efforts were similarly unsuccessful. The conditions would have been difficult 

even for a station of high power. 



February 22th Drifts to 77th parallel in Vahsel Bay, farthest south the ship will reach 

February 24th Shackleton orders halt to ship routine 

February 28th The wireless apparatus was still rigged, but we listened in vain for the 

Saturday-night time signals from New Year Island, ordered for our benefit by the Argentine 

Government. On Sunday the 28th, Hudson waited at 2 a.m. for the Port Stanley monthly 

signals, but could hear nothing. Evidently the distances were too great for our small plant. 

May 1st Sun vanishes for season, not to reappear for four months 

June 22nd Crew celebrates Midwinter's Day with a feast 

October 20th A strong south-westerly wind was blowing on October 20 and the pack was 

working. The Endurance was imprisoned securely in the pool, but our chance might come at 

any time. Watches were set so as to be ready for working ship. Wild and Hudson, 

Greenstreet and Cheetham, Worsley and Crean, took the deck watches, and the Chief 

Engineer and Second Engineer kept watch and watch with three of the A.B.'s  for stokers. The 

staff and the forward hands, with the exception of the cook, the carpenter and his mate, were 

on "watch and watch" that is, four hours on deck and four hours below, or off duty. 

October 22nd The main or hand pump was frozen up and could not be used at once. After it 

had been knocked out Worsley, Greenstreet, and Hudson went down in the bunkers and 

cleared the ice from the bilges. "This is not a pleasant job," wrote Worsley". We have to dig a 

hole down through the coal while the beams and timbers groan and crack all around us like 

pistol-shots. The darkness is almost complete, and we mess about in the wet with half-frozen 

hands and try to keep the coal from slipping back into the bilges. The men on deck pour 

buckets of boiling water from the galley down the pipe as we prod and hammer from below, 

and at last we get the pump clear, cover up the bilges to keep the coal out, and rush on deck, 

very thankful to find ourselves safe again in the open air." 

October 27th At 5 p.m., Shackleton gives order to abandon the Endurance. We had two pole-

tents and three hoop-tents. I took charge of the small pole-tent, No. 1, with Hudson, Hurley, 

and James as companions; Wild had the small hoop-tent, No. 2, with Wordie, McNeish, and 

McIlroy. These hoop-tents are very easily shifted and set up. The eight forward hands had the 

large hoop-tent, No. 3; Crean had charge of No. 4 hoop-tent with Hussey, Marston, and 

Cheetham; and Worsley had the other pole-tent, No. 5, with Greenstreet, Lees, Clark, Kerr, 

Rickenson, Macklin, and Blackborow, the last named being the youngest of the forward 

hands. 

October 30th Rickenson and Worsley started back for Dump Camp at 7 a.m. to get some 

wood and blubber for the fire, and an hour later we had hoosh, with one biscuit each. At 10 

a.m. Hurley and Hudson left for the old camp in order to bring some additional dog-

pemmican, since there were no seals to be found near us. Then, as the weather cleared, 

Worsley and I made a prospect to the west and tried to find a practicable road. A large floe 

offered a fairly good road for at least another mile to the north-west, and we went back 

prepared for another move. The weather cleared a little, and after lunch we struck camp. I 

took Rickenson, Kerr, Wordie, and Hudson as a breakdown gang to pioneer a path among 

the pressure-ridges. Five dog teams followed. Wild's and Hurley's teams were hitched on to 

the cutter and they started off in splendid style. They needed to be helped only once; indeed 



fourteen dogs did as well or even better than eighteen men. The ice was moving beneath and 

around us as we worked towards the big floe, and where this floe met the smaller ones there 

was a mass of pressed-up ice, still in motion, with water between the ridges. But it is 

wonderful what a dozen men can do with picks and shovels. We could cut a road through a 

pressure-ridge about 14 ft. high in ten minutes and leave a smooth, or comparatively smooth, 

path for the sledges and teams. 

November 1st After futile, three-day attempt to march over the ice, Shackleton has crew 

erect Ocean Camp. The pioneer sledge party, consisting of Wordie, Hussey, Hudson, and 

myself, carrying picks and shovels, started to break a road through the pressure-ridges for 

the sledges carrying the boats. The boats, with their gear and the sledges beneath them, 

weighed each more than a ton. The cutter was smaller than the whaler, but weighed more 

and was a much more strongly built boat. 

November 21st With a single cry of "She's going, boys!" Shackleton and his crew watch 

Endurance sink 

December 23rd Crew again begins march toward open water, averaging just a mile and a 

half a day 

December 29th Shackleton abandons march, sets up Patience Camp 

 

1916  

January 21 Blizzard blows the camp north across Antarctic Circle 

March 30 On Shackleton's orders, the crew shoots the remaining dogs (originally numbering 

69) and eats the younger ones 

March 31 The ice floe they are on splits in two, separating them from the three lifeboats, but 

they get them back 

April 7 Elephant Island appears on the horizon 

April 9 Crew goes to sea in the three lifeboats, the James Caird, the Dudley Docker, and the 

Stancomb Wills. Shackleton" decided to take the James Caird himself, with Wild and eleven 

men. This was the largest of their boats, and in addition to her human complement she 

carried the major portion of the stores. Worsley had charge of the Dudley Docker with nine 

men, and Hudson and Crean were the senior men on the Stancomb Wills." 

April 16 After seven grueling days at sea, lifeboats land safely on Elephant Island. Huberht 

had a particularly bad time during the voyage to Elephant Island . He commanded the 

smallest boat sitting in the stern. This resulted in an abscess, which not only caused him 

severe pain but made him delirious. It took the doctor several attempts before all the poison 

was removed.  

April 17 Shackleton moves camp seven miles to the west, to a spot that comes to be known 

as Cape Wild . The first consideration, which was even more important than that of food, was 

to provide shelter. The semi-starvation during the drift on the ice-floe, added to the exposure 

in the boats, and the inclemencies of the weather encountered after our landing on Elephant 



Island, had left its mark on a good many of them. Rickenson, who bore up gamely to the last, 

collapsed from heart-failure. Blackborow and Hudson could not move. All were frost-bitten 

in varying degrees and their clothes, which had been worn continuously for six months, were 

much the worse for wear. The blizzard which sprang up the day that we landed at Cape Wild 

lasted for a fortnight, often blowing at the rate of seventy to ninety miles an hour, and 

occasionally reaching even higher figures. The tents which had lasted so well and endured so 

much were torn to ribbons, with the exception of the square tent occupied by Hurley, James, 

and Hudson. Sleeping-bags and clothes were wringing wet, and the physical discomforts 

were tending to produce acute mental depression. The two remaining boats had been turned 

upside down with one gunwale resting on the snow, and the other raised about two feet on 

rocks and cases, and under these the sailors and some of the scientists, with the two invalids, 

Rickenson and Blackborow, found head-cover at least. Shelter from the weather and warmth 

to dry their clothes was imperative, so Wild hastened the excavation of the ice-cave in the 

slope which had been started before I left. 

Again, later on, he writes: "Now that Wild's window allows a shaft of light to enter our hut, 

one can begin to "see" things inside. Previously one relied upon one's sense of touch, assisted 

by the remarks from those whose faces were inadvertently trodden on, to guide one to the 

door. Looking down in the semi-darkness to the far end, one observes two very small smoky 

flares that dimly illuminate a row of five, endeavouring to make time pass by reading or 

argument. These are Macklin, Kerr, Wordie, Hudson, and Blackborow?the last two being 

invalids." 

April 20 Shackleton announces that he will attempt to sail the 22-and-a-half-foot James 

Caird 800 miles to South Georgia 

April 24 Shackleton and a few of his men would have to leave Antarctica's Elephant Island 

and summon help. It was the best hope for saving himself and the 27 other men stranded 

there.  Shackleton, accompanied by Frank Worsley, Harry McNeish, Tom Crean, John 

Vincent, and Timothy McCarthy, set out on an 800-mile voyage through a stretch of ocean 

notorious for its extreme weather and raging seas. Huberht had been given a high quality 

sextant by his old school in honour of his selection for the expedition. This was used by 

Worsley on this journey. 

May 10 After 17 days in stormy seas the James Caird miraculously arrives on the west coast 

of South Georgia after enduring almost unceasing gales and even a hurricane. That they 

successfully navigated to tiny South Georgia Island is a testament to the unparalleled 

navigating skills of Frank Worsley, who was able to take only four sightings during the 

voyage, and those on a boat pitching wildly on enormous seas.  

May 19 Shackleton, Worsley, and Crean set off to cross South Georgia's glacier-clad peaks 

to east-coast whaling stations 

May 20 Having trekked without a break for 36 hours over glacier-clad mountains thousands 

of feet high, Shackleton, Worsley, and Crean arrive at Stromness whaling station 

May 23 Shackleton, Worsley, and Crean depart on the English-owned Southern Sky to 

rescue men on Elephant Island, but are stopped by ice 100 miles short of the island 



The hut on Elephant 

Isle - two overturned 

boats were home to 

twenty-two men for 

over four months (c) 
Royal Geographical Society 

June 10 Uruguayan 

government loans the 

survey ship Instituto 

de Pesca No 1, which 

comes within sight of 

Elephant Island before 

pack ice turns it back 

July 12 Chartered by the British Association, the schooner Emma sets out from Punta 

Arenas, but gets to within 100 miles of Elephant Island before storms and ice force it to 

return. 

 

August 25 Chilean authorities loan the Yelcho, a small steamer, which sets sail with 

Shackleton, Worsley, and Crean for Elephant Island 

August 30 The Yelcho rescued the party on this day, 22 months after they'd set out from 

South Georgia. Shackleton writes:-"Once they were settled in their hut, the health of the party 

was quite good. Of course, they were all a bit weak, some were light-headed, all were frost-

bitten, and others, later, had attacks of heart failure. Blackborow, whose toes were so badly 

frost-bitten in the boats, had to have all five amputated while on the island. With insufficient 

instruments and no proper means of sterilizing them, the operation, carried out as it was in a 

dark, grimy hut, with only a blubber-stove to keep up the temperature and with an outside 

temperature well below freezing, speaks volumes for the skill and initiative of the surgeons. I 

am glad to be able to say that the operation was very successful, and after a little treatment 

ashore, very kindly given by the Chilian doctors at Punta Arenas, he has now completely 

recovered and walks with only a slight limp. Hudson, who developed bronchitis and hip 

disease, was practically well again when the party was rescued. All trace of the severe frost-

bites suffered in the boat journey had disappeared, though traces of recent superficial ones 

remained on some. All were naturally weak when rescued, owing to having been on such 

scanty rations for so long, but all were alive and very cheerful, thanks to Frank Wild." 

References to Huberht Hudson in italics are from Shackleton's book "South". This book 

describes the expedition where Shackleton led his men to safety after being marooned for two 

years on the polar ice.  

WORLD WAR 1 

Shortly after reaching safety Huberht set out to get back to England as soon as possible to 

take part in the war. Leaving the others he went on ahead, working his passage as a stoker. 

Reporting for duty he was assigned to serve in the Q-ships used as decoys against enemy 

submarines and commerce raiders. 



 After the war he joined the British India Navigation Society. His health began to fail him 

once more, but did not stop him from performing his duty and during World War II. He was a 

Commodore in the Royal Naval Reserve working mainly on convoy duty. He served as ADC 

to the King as he was the senior RNR Officer, though sea duties meant his duties as ADC 

were minimal. He was commodore on 3 Atlantic convoys out of Halifax prior to Russia 

entering the war. In view of his experience in ice bound waters he also undertook 3 convoys 

to Russia as well as his final one to and from Gibraltar. Huberht died at sea on board SS 

Pelayo. He was returning home in convoy HG 84 from Gibraltar, when at 58 minutes past 

midnight. on 15th June.1942 she was torpedoed  by U552 and sank. Hudson went down with 

his ship.  

   

   

    

SILVER 
POLAR 

MEDAL, RN RESERVE DECORATION awarded for 15 years Service, WAR MEDAL 1914-20, VICTORY 

MEDAL 1914-19, WAR MEDAL 1939-45,  1939-45 STAR, ATLANTIC STAR, KING GEORGE V's JUBILEE  

His Naval Service record shows he was promoted 

Commander. 30.06.1927, Captain. 30.06.1935 

(retired until 08.1939, when reinstated until  

08.1942) 

Acting /Commodore. 2nd class . 26.12.1940. He was in 1914 - 1916 

member (navigator) of the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition on HMS 

Endurance 

07.05.1939 - (08.1939) tactical course, Portsmouth [HMS 

Victory] 

26.12.1940 - 15.06.1942 Commodore of Ocean Convoys [HMS Eaglet] (convoy HG84 etc.) 

WORLD WAR 2 record 

Russian Convoys - March 1942 He was Commodore on the outgoing PQ12 convoy and the 

return convoy QP9  

1st-12th - Russian Convoy PQ12 and Return QP8 - By now German battleship "Tirpitz", the 

ship that dictates Royal Navy policies in northern waters for so long, has been joined in 

Norway by pocket battleship "Admiral Scheer". The next Russia-bound and return convoys 

therefore set out on the same day, the 1st, so they can be covered by the Home Fleet with 

battleships "Duke of York", "Renown", "King George V" and carrier "Victorious". Following 

an intercept of German messages the convoy was re-routed north of bear Island to avoid 

contact. However, the ice was so bad that Huberht took the gamble to sail to the South. 

On the 4th, cruiser "Sheffield" is damaged on a mine off Iceland as she sails to join the cover 

force. Convoys PQ12 and QP8 pass to the southwest of Bear Island and with "Tirpitz" 



reported at sea, the Home Fleet tries to place itself between her and the convoys. There is no 

contact between the surface ships, but on the 9th, aircraft from "Victorious" attack but fail to 

hit "Tirpitz" off the Lofoten Islands. Of the 31 merchantmen in two convoys, only one 

straggler from QP8 is lost to the German force. 

20th March-3rd April - Russian Convoy PQ13 and Return QP9 - These next two convoys 

set out around the 20th, again covered by the Home Fleet. Off North Cape on the 24th "U-

655" is rammed and sunk by minesweeper "Sharpshooter" escorting QP9. Of the 19 

merchantmen in this convoy all reach Iceland in safety.  

PQ13 and its escort, including cruiser "Trinidad" and destroyers "Eclipse" and "Fury", are 

scattered by severe gales and heavily attacked. On the 29th three German destroyers 

encounter the escort north of Murmansk. "Z-26" is sunk, but in the action "Trinidad" is hit 

and disabled by one of her own torpedoes. As the cruiser limps towards Kola Inlet an attack 

by "U-585" fails and she is sunk by "Fury". Five of the 19 ships with PQ13 are lost - two to 

submarines, two to aircraft, and one by the destroyers. "Trinidad" reaches Russia.  

   

Gibraltar Convoys -Convoy OG84 & HG84 

He was Commodore on the outward bound convoy, OG84 which sailed 21st March and 

arrived at Gibraltar on the 2nd June 1942. It was a relatively safe convoy. 

Convoy HG84  

This was under the command of Captain Johnny Walker  CBE, DSO & 2 BAR,S RN. HG84 

consisted of 20 ships and had left Gibraltar, bound for the UK, on 9th June 1942 in the early 

evening. Walker’s 36th Escort Group was again in charge. Lt Renwick had been replaced by 

Lt Halcrow RNVR commanding the Marigold. Destroyers Wild Swan & Beagle were 

covering support. Beagle was to be detached after only a few hours to hunt a damaged U 

Boat, 400 miles away! Three merchantmen joined the convoy from Lisbon on 12th June, 

bringing convoy strength up to 23 merchant vessels. The destroyer Wild Swan left that 

evening on other duties. The Stork, Convolvulus, Marigold and Gardinia were the sole 

remaining escorts for HG84. In the convoy was a specially converted rescue ship, the 

Copeland. She was equipped with everything required for rescued sailors from stricken 

vessels. The Empire Moon was equipped with a catapult aircraft (Hurricane) but this could 

only be used once and the pilot had to either ditch nearby or fly, if possible, to a land base. 

This was HG84’s sole air cover. An FW Condor had spotted the three ships leaving Lisbon 

and had tailed them, eventually spotting the convoy. Circling the convoy, it made a full report 

back to base. Walker tried altering the convoy’s course during the night but, the next 

morning, a Condor returned. Empire Moon was ordered to launch her Hurricane, got the 

Condor with a couple of bursts, but cloud prevented any confirmation of a kill, the Hurricane 

eventually ditched alongside Stork, who picked up the pilot safely. Not long afterwards U 

Boat radio traffic could be heard giving directions towards the convoy. 

With only 4 escorts Walker’s options were limited. Walker could either defend the convoy or 

take the offensive. He chose the latter. He ordered Gardenia to follow him. On the night of 

the 14th/15th June a surfaced U Boat was sighted on the horizon. Stork and the Gardenia 

went into full speed and turned on an intercept course. The U Boat turned and ran. For over 



2 hours the Stork gained on the U Boat whilst the slower Gardenia fell behind. By 0700 hrs 

the range had fell to a little under 7 miles, occasional gunfire from the Stork caused the U 

boat to lose his nerve and he dived, thus bringing down the speed of the U Boat and allowing 

the pursuers to catch up. 40 minutes or so passed by and Stork got her contact via the asdic. 

9 attacks were made by the two ships in about 2 hours and the enemy proved elusive, no 

evidence of a hit was found. However, one of Gardenia’s depth charges had prematurely 

exploded, damaging her stern and damaging machinery. It was now about 2200 hrs. Walker 

left the Gardenia to search and returned to the convoy. Gardenia remained until the 

following afternoon and had forced the U Boat to go really deep, then the contact was lost. It 

seemed evident that the U boat had in fact gone too deep and had been crushed and it was 

assumed sunk, although no evidence had been found. Gardenia left the scene and intended 

heading for home. She was to rejoin the convoy however, to lend her presence, although she 

was effectively impotent regarding battle. 

Whilst Walker (Stork) and Gardenia was chasing their contact, Marigold had a contact on 

the other side of the convoy and, anticipating Walker’s command to attack, Marigold gave 

chase. The U Boat was spotted and it dived, three attacks failed to yield any results and 

contact was lost. Marigold turned to go back to the convoy. Convolvulus received a message 

of a possible U Boat contact directly ahead of the convoy. She sped off and soon sighted the 

U boat, gave chase and was soon out of sight of the convoy. At this point she turned and 

returned to the convoy not wishing to leave the merchants for too long. Just before it went 

dark, the Convolvulus made another sweep ahead, in case the U boat had returned, but found 

nothing. By midnight, or at the latest 0100 hrs, the remaining ships would all be back on 

station.  Walker had been in contact with the Convoy Commodore, on the SS Pelayo, to 

make a course change after dark. By 0100 hrs the Marigold was still some miles away from 

the starboard quarter where she was to be needed. 

  

 

U552 commanded by Erich Topp                           



A U boat was, at that moment, slipping towards the convoy, fired at the SS Pelayo, Etrib and 

Slemdal before diving deep. All three torpedoes hit simultaneously 

Walker ordered his “buttercup” tactics but with so few ships it was only a gesture. The 

rescue ship, Copeland, went to work rescuing all she could. This was to take a while and 

there was imminent danger that she could, in turn, get hit. Marigold was tasked with 

remaining to shield the Copeland. Walker and his remaining ships sped off into the night. 

As it happens, Walker’s decision to spare Marigold was correct. A U Boat was soon detected. 

Marigold illuminated the U boat with starshell and gave chase.  After a quick depth charge 

attack, contact was lost. Though the U Boat got away, so did the Copeland and her survivors. 

Walker had a contact of his own and lookouts spotted the characteristic swirl of water 

following a rapid dive by a U Boat. He gained immediate asdic contact and let loose with a 

full depth charge attack. Being the expert that he was, he and his crew decided that they must 

have scored a hit, but he did not have the luxury of time to search for evidence and quickly 

drew back towards the convoy. 

About 3 hours later another attack was directed on the convoy. This claimed another two 

victims, SS Thurso and City of Oxford. One of the merchants fired tracer which hit another 

Merchantman. Stork illuminated the area but found nothing. Copeland again was called into 

service, collecting survivors. The Marigold again providing cover. By this time it was 

daylight and a Catalina arrived overhead. Marigold was informed that the Catalina had 

spotted a U Boat about 2 miles away which was searched and produced nothing. 5 merchants 

had been destroyed with two U Boat’s probably sunk. 172 men had been rescued by the 

Copeland, however, the convoy Commodore was not amongst those picked up.  

REFERENCE     http://www.mikekemble.com/ww2/walk1.htm 

SS PELAYO 

Another report 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2people

swar/stories/55/a5103055.shtml 

The Commodore’s 

ship, Pelayo, was the 

first to go up. She 

vanished in a cloud of 

smoke, flame and 

spray, the blast of the 

exploding torpedo 

blowing Commodore 

Hudson through the 

canvas awnings over 

his bridge into the night. He was never seen again. Well astern of the convoy, the flash and 

roar of the torpedo striking home had just been reported in Stork and alarm bells were 

ringing when another ship, the SS. Etrib, was silhouetted starkly for a fraction of a second as 

two torpedoes struck her amidships. A third ship burst into flame on the other side of the 

convoy, the SS Slemdal. All three sank in a few minutes.                         



http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/ship.html?shipID=1804 The Pelayo (Master Robert Hughes Williams) was the 

ship of the convoy commodore H.T. Hudson RNR RD. The commodore, eleven crew 

members, three gunners and two naval staff members were lost. The master, 24 crew 

members, two gunners and three naval staff members were picked up by the British rescue 

ship Copeland (Master W.J. Hartley DSC) and landed at Gourock on 20 June. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 1, Column 1.  

Memorial: LIVERPOOL NAVAL MEMORIAL & the WEST MERSEA MEMORIAL 

Historical 

Information: 

At the 

outbreak of 

the Second 

World War, it 

was evident 

that the Royal 

Navy would 

not be able to 

man all the 

auxiliary 

vessels that 

would serve 

with it. To 

deal with the 

shortfall in 

manpower, a 

number of officers and men of the Merchant Navy agreed to serve with the Royal Navy under 

the terms of a T.124 agreement, which made them subject to Naval discipline while generally 

retaining their Merchant Navy rates of pay and other conditions. The manning port 

established to administer these men was at Liverpool. More than 13,000 seamen served under 

these conditions in various types of auxiliary vessels, at first mainly in armed merchant 

cruisers, but also in armed boarding vessels, cable ships, rescue tugs, and others on special 

service. The Liverpool Naval Memorial commemorates 1,400 of these officers and men, who 

died on active service aboard more than 120 ships, and who have no grave but the sea. The 

great majority of Merchant Navy men, who did not serve with the Navy, but with merchant 

ships, are commemorated on the Merchant Navy Memorial, at Tower Hill in London.   

OTHERS FROM SHACKLETON'S EXPEDITION WERE TO LOSE THEIR LIVES IN THE 

SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY  

ALFRED BUCHANAN CHEETHAM (3rd Officer) was 2nd Officer on the S.S. Prunelle (London) when on 

Thursday 22nd August 1918, towards the end of the war, at the age of 51 , his ship was torpedoed in the North 

Sea by a German U-Boat . Alf went down with the ship. 

TIMOTHY F. MCCARTHY (Leading Seaman) joined the Royal Navy Reserve as a Leading Seaman and on 

Friday 16th March 1917 just three weeks after returning to England from the Antarctic and at the age of only 28, 

was killed in action at his gun post onboard the S.S. Narragansett in the English Channel. He went down with 

his ship, which was torpedoed in a battle with the German Navy. 



LEWIS RAPHAEL RICKINSON (1st Engineer) During WW1 he served in the Royal Navy and went on to 

become a Naval Architect and Consulting Engineer. He died during WW11 aged 62 whilst serving as Engineer 

Commander on H.M.S. Pembroke. 

JOHN WILLIAM VINCENT (Bosun) During World War 2 he was in the Royal Naval Reserve and appointed 

skipper of H.M.Trawler “Alfredian”, an armed trawler operating in the North Sea and East Coast.  He developed 

Pneumonia at sea and died in the Naval Hospital. Grimsby. Lincolnshire. England on Sunday 19th January 1941 

aged 61 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

                                                             

  

 


